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AID FOR ATOMIC BOMB VICTIMS 


"The range and depth of misery caused by atomic bombing. . 

_ strengthens the impression that in many ways. this tragedy is 
qualitatively unique in its effect on human life and in the 
emand it makes on society as a whole to alleviate the suffer- 
PIne or use victims...tt 


This. is the shocking report of an up-to-date survey made 
recently in Hiroshima and Nagasaki by a team under the leader- 
fap ot Dr. Sam H. Franklin, Professor of Christian Ethics at 
Tokyo Union Theological Seminary. Nearly fourteen years after 
the event, the ghastly long-term consequences of atomic bomb- 
ng were evident as Dr. Franklin and his committee interviewed 
Ly ace leaders, institutional heads, Christian workers, and the 
Saleh victims Premse tyes in the two cities. 


As a result Lot this intensive survey, Protestant chris- 
ans in this country are moving ahead again to do something» 
ore about it. Japan Church World Service, in cooperation 
th the National Christian Council, is launching a three- 
ar program of aid to those in Hiroshima and Nagasaki who 

ill suffer from the effects of the bombing. Centers will 
Rgened in each ef the two cities with the following 


Zt “coordinate: and..correlato- relief. work-already being 


rious groups. 


nies distribute roiiof supplies,cspecially- food and 


ae To do group work among young people. 
re give Bectegnna: training to widows, orphans, and 
Victims eh. 


< 


“=To, barry on ae : evangelism. 


“Japanese social worker, trained to do case work, has 
en hare: for the project. One more social worker (Japanese 
eee j is stitl needed, 
“naintenance budget for the three-year program . 
ag statf salaries, rent, transportation, and committee | 
wii: be raised from Japanes MS. Sources. iThe cperating 
Gover case work, rehabilitation, and Christian 
f wit come from Christians overseas. $3,000 ha 
eet received from American churches, acting throu 
poh Service and the world Council. The Australian 
ca Ghurches recently sent a contribution of #225. 
"cost of the program will te about $6,200 Por the 
and between 9 000 and $5,000 for each of tne 
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he survey coninittce pene ‘that in both Soe Sag oS 
ime the bombing. But Sree remains a kr eubadeus aro = 
0 ee nothing is being done. The ee 


stance. ae fun Py on the need se ae ieee 
not snough"t0 2 20 around. In proportion to the 
ery few familics actually receive aid, and in® 
€ amount of assistance is minimal. In Hiroshima, 
‘of bomb victims receive government relief; in — 
households get help.» Officials stated, however 
imes Ped number Bhan in similar nocd, 


Bee ies have Christian Colleges. A settlement- 
e@ type of institution is now under construction to 
@nunderprivileged group in Hiroshima. The Episcopal 
urch has a social center. A similar center, related to 
pneé United Church, is at work in Nagasaki. All of these 
stitutions do excellent work. None has a program directed 
¢ifically to the victims of the bomb. 


eee Other members of the survey group, in addition to 

an 4 Franklin, were the Reverend Y. Manabe, member of the 
Bee ional Christian Council, and Chairman of the Japan Church 
— world Service Committec, Ken Buma, associate director of 
_ Japan Church world Service, the Reverend S. K. Nishimura, 
zs stor from Shiga Prefecture, and the Reverend Albert Huston, 
’ of the Brethren Service Commission. Mr. Buma will have 
tay administrative Beer ete ALy for the Eee een eae project. 


WARD A UNITED STRATEGY 


-s=The United Church of Christ is now able to accept a 
large measure of responsibility for self-support, and for a 
inated ‘program of evangelism in this country. 


_--Missionaries heed ete with the United Church are 


By the emphasis are Re ica for: At Siecane che 
ison body for cooperative Christian work is the 
ee mone Council is made up oe four 
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ER “ Representation 
3 ees of fant ee LAY eg fnceantne the Moderator) 
stian Pasion Association —8 ifhosen by mission board- 
; ; connected schools) 
I stan: ‘Social Work League = 
iterboard Committee for IO: 1 from each board... The 
ristian Work in. Japan Methodists and the 
United Church of Canada 
have separate women's 
boards. Hence 8 de- 
nominations. operate x 
through 10 mission egencies. Be 


"The Council of Cooperation has the following responsibility: 


i be A. requests for money or personnel from groups 1, 2, or 
st be considered and approved by the COC before boing 


bo before ee return to Japan. 


~=all nissionarics ene to Japan by IBC are assigned by 


Boece are fhe Bene capac 8, and make 
the tees Education Committee, and the Coopera- 
cial Work Committee. 


Ls~ organization has worked well. Each constituent body 
what the others are deing. The result has been described 
ve cooperation! on mutually appreciated activities. 
nvolves, however, certain drawbacks. Because it is a 
ro federation of autonomous bodies, it has not been 
ate and execute a unified, aggressive evangelistic 
Th delegates faced this problem: How can wé adjust © 
1 existing structures, so that the Christian Mission 
=. red See, a Sees strategy, ee the lea 


yanese doanere are profoundly erateful for aid 
C _from abroad. They realize the need for this, but. 
’ also sensitive to the importance of building a 
stewardship program within their own Church. The 
nd Kozo Kashiwai, a member of the United Church's 
ive Committee spoke to the conference regarding 
Ghurch finances. He made specific suggestions for 
asing United church resources, and for using help 
abroad in such a way as to build a Church that is not 
pendent, but increasingly able to carry on its own mission 
evangelisn tes the non-Christian community. 
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When evangelistic missionaries come to Japan they are 
signed to a particular task by the COC without reference 
B their own dénominational background. This policy is a 
cess, and the conference felt it should be extended to 
-Lude educational and social work missionaries as well. 
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The conferees also talked about the overseas scholar- 
hip program for Japanese students which is supported-by 
BC-related missions. At the present time a number of “oa 
@ people are sent each year for graduate study in the 
/West. The hope is to broaden this program so that mature 
leaders in the church may also be given the opportunity 
to study, observe, and Participate for-a limited period 4 
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the life of the Church in North America or in Europe. 
Same thing would apply to Japanese leaders in the a 
‘ch-related schools and in Christian social work. ae 


ca - What. of the future? The ‘results of the March con- er 
rence will have to be reviewed and approved by the otk : 
jicipating bodies before concrete action can follow. 
Reverend Charles rmany, missionary secretary, 
sizes that there must be continuing talks, in order re 
wild deep understanding and mutual trust on the part ae 
churchmen, schoolmen, social workers, missionaries, acs 
board administrators. eR dae leaders must learn 


fanterests in the ae of a united, aggressive 
= in this way can the Gospel of Christ be pro- 
ede effectively in Japan. 


of: i ee TBC Geis Rea America. The Weteorn 
Bea snises seemed to wélcome every suggestion that 
‘strengthen the Church, or serve to improve the 

ve utilization 49 funds and man-power from abroad. 


L tions were Hee heres ARE SS at the discus=.° ~~ 
ain Tokyo ‘and Karuizawa. Interboard Committee members 
d participate were the following: Paul R. Gregory 
. & Reformed Board, American Board), Vernon L. 
win Q. Fisher (Evangelical United Brethren) , aes 

United SOE of eoread pepsts Je West ere 
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ae Over the altar there was a red flash, as of lighting 
against a dark blue background. There was an open Bible 
; Seaen candle. There wasadesign representing the 
God and a shepherd's staff. Such was the worship 
cent oe in the auditorium at the San Maiso Hotel in Hakone- 
Yumoto, as more than 300 United Church-related missionaries 
Came together in annual conference on March 25-28, 


a _ he worship center, designed by the Revered William 
_@. Weiss, indicated the conference theme: 'Let us worship 
; and bow down. Daily worship services, as well as the 
Stradey evening observance of Holy Communion, were led by 
© Or. Cari Michalson, Professor of Systematic Theology at 
Drew Seminary. Clear biblical insight, incisive thinking, 
ana fitting touches of humor made the sermons of Dr. Michalson 
' a highlight of the conference: ‘Our God, and How to Know 
© Him?, ‘Our Faith, and What it Means', and tOur Neighbor, 
and How to Love Him', 


Boe. Morning Bible study was led each day by Dr. John Wick 
-* Bowman, distinguished professor of New Testamont at San 
‘@ Francisco Theological Seminary, currently lecturing at 

- International Christian University. Sclocted passages from 
II Corinthians, Galatians, and Hebrews formed the basis for 
the lectures and discussion. 
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. Dr. Takeshi Muto, Moderator of the United Church, opened 
the Conference with a word of greeting. The Reverend Howard 
Be. Haines, pastor of Tokyo Union Church, spoke on ‘Personal 
S Devetional Life'. One evening program was given to a 
ic presentation of the movie 'I Beheld His Glory', the story 
of our Lord's passion as seen through the eyes of a Roman 
officer. On Thursday evening, a large volunteer choir 
- under the direction of Pierce Getz gave a concert of sacred 
music, including numbers such as "Command Thine Angel to 
_ Appear", by the seventeenth century composer, Dietrich 
e Buxtehude, "Iaudate Dominum", by Mozart, and "Mass in Gr" 
by Franz Schubert. This choral music, presented within a 
setting of worship, led immediately into the Holy Communion 
Service. 
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‘ Conference meneera appreciated the fact that the prosrar 
_ allowed time for léisure, visiting and unplanned discus- 
sion, in addition'to:the formal program and busincss sessions. 
The Reverend I. John Hesselink of Fukuoka Was in charges -of 
ee ee oF tangements. 


